














BROOKE ANDERSON (24) FROM WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA
PROGRAM: ENVIRONMENT, NEGRIL

After finishing college with a degree in biology and marine science, Brooke
Anderson arrived on the island two years ago as a Peace Corps Volunteer.
Since then, Brooke has worked as an Environmental Education Officer with
the Negril Coral Reef Preservation Society (NCRPS), promoting activities to
preserve the coral reef among the local population and creating public
awareness. “I work very closely with the teachers of 18 different area
schools to reach the local school children, and do presentations at the local
schools. I also give guided tours at the NCRPS center and tours of the coral

reefs in glass-bottom boats.” Recently, Brooke was the coordinator of “Earth Day 2008” organized by the NCRPS around
the theme “The Effect of Global Warming on the Reefs of Small Island Developing States.” More than 650 persons
participated in the day’s activities.

While in the Peace Corps, Brooke found love with fellow volunteer Donny Comer, another Peace Corps participant
working in the area of the Black River. Donny, who hails from Georgio, Oregon, is working on a project with the
Southern Regional Health Authority, building basic schools and giving computer classes. 

Together, they are hoping to roam the world as Peace Corps Volunteers working as substitute teachers in
developing countries. Says Brooke: “I am going to miss the people, the food, the fruits and my beautiful house
on the Caribbean Sea.”

SANDY WEST (59) FROM THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
PROGRAM: ENVIRONMENT, NEGRIL

“I waited to join the Peace Corps for a long time, but it was always there
in the back of my mind,” explains Sandy West. After raising her children
and running four different small businesses in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
Sandy decided that it finally was time. In six weeks, she sold her house
and her businesses, went to Texas to visit her parents and submitted her
application to the Peace Corps. Thus, she ended up in ‘The Capital of
Casual’ and since then, Sandy has worked with local hotels to promote
the Royal Palm Nature Reserve as a tourist attraction. “I didn’t like
Jamaica at first. But despite their struggles, Jamaicans

are such happy, friendly and vibrant people. I grew to love the Jamaicans, and through them,
grew to love Jamaica.” Sandy also runs the Blue Flag project in Negril, monitoring the
quality of the beach water every two weeks. If the water is sufficiently clean, member
resorts and hotels are allowed to fly the blue flag that represents premier beach water
quality. Sandy has been on the island for 13 months, but plans to stay for another two
years, extending her stay in Negril by one year. Her ultimate goal is to be in the Peace
Corps for ten years. “It is my turn to give back, and I really enjoy using my life
experience to make the world a better place.”

HELEN AND MIKE HENRICH (‘OVER 50’ VOLUNTEERS)
FROM VIRGINIA 
PROGRAM: YOUTH, LUCEA

The Henrichs are part of an older generation of people who are returning to serve in
the Peace Corps as ‘Over 50’ Volunteers. As newlyweds, the couple was looking for
adventure and joined the Peace Corps to experience another culture. Hence, they spent
their first tour together in the Philippines in the 70s. “We lived in a thatched roof hut five
minutes from the South China Sea, and have a lot of fond memories from our time there.
I worked at the YMCA while Mike worked with sports development,” says Helen.
When the couple had a son, Michael, the family settled in Virginia where
Helen ran a private social services practice. In 1999, their son Michael
joined the Peace Corps and spent two years as a teacher at a
boarding school on the island nation of Vanuattu, west of Fiji in the
South Pacific

“We decided to volunteer again and asked for the Caribbean,” explains
Helen. Based in Lucea on the island’s north coast, Helen visits high
schools to promote conflict resolution, teach anger management and
help reduce violence. “We were looking for a meaningful experience,”
explains Mike, who teaches reading and writing to children aged
between seven and eleven at Green Island High School. “It has been a
very rejuvenating experience, and a strong reminder of what the Third
World is. There are still a lot of poor kids.”

ZEBULON TURRENTINE (27) FROM BELL BUCKLE 
(NEAR NASHVILLE), TENNESSEE 
PROGRAM: HEALTH, WATER AND SANITATION, ACCOMPONG

“I joined the Peace Corps out of a personal feeling of duty to do something meaningful, adventurous and
challenging. I did not specify any geographical area and was assigned to Jamaica,” explains Zebulon. “Zeb,” as
he is affectionately called, is a self proclaimed “Jack of all Trades” with a background so diverse that his Peace
Corps supervisor thought he would be able to handle the somewhat ‘rough’ environment of Maroon Town.

Zeb’s abundance of ideas soon inspired a new, successful program for Accompong’s unemployed. With a
Bachelors Degree in music, the young volunteer used to work as a wood worker in a small guitar building
company. “I was trying to create a craft item with a connection to the Maroons and one day, I made a spoon.”
The young woodcarver got the local guys involved, and soon they realized that the more spoons they made, the
more they could sell. “Realizing that they could make some money, more guys like Dowdy and Bungo got
involved and started making and selling spoons,” explains Zeb.

Says Zeb; “We have also developed a website called www.cockpitrepublic.com, appealing to people who want
to go off the beaten track, learn about the Maroons and follow their original trails.” With no internet in Maroon
Town, Zeb has to travel over one hour to Santa Cruz to access the internet. “I would love to get internet up there
so local people are able to manage the web site,” he explains.

Zeb also teaches literacy classes, typing and hand washing and works
with the Maroon Council on an on-going beautification program as
part of the Health, Water and Sanitation program. According to the
young volunteer, the most rewarding part of the experience is to be
able to make a difference. Says Zeb; “People need to know that
Jamaica is a safe place. There is a whole other world away from the
sun and beaches, and I am committed to making sure everyone finds
out!” What will he remember most when his tour is over in a year’s
time? “I have met some great people and made some real friends.”
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Helen and Mike Henrich came to volunteer in
Jamaica from Virginia (Photo: Heidi Zech)

Sandy West with food vendor Sister Angela
Rose (Photo: Heidi Zech)

Brooke awards a certificate at Whitehall Basic
& Prep School (Photo: Brooke Anderson)

Zebulon Turrentine with Richard Robinson,
President of the Youth Club in Maroon Town

(Photo: Zeb Turrentine)Volunteer Peter Hogge at Bellas Gate school in St. Catherine
(Photo: U.S. Peace Corps)
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DON’T LEAVE JAMAICA WITHOUT DISCOVERING
HOW YOU CAN ENJOY A LUXURY LIFESTYLE THAT IS SECOND TO NONE

CALL 1-888-PALMYRA TODAY [TOLL FREE 1.888.725.6972 Jamaica only]

WHAT A GWAAN?
WORLD’S FIRST DESTINATION LOYALTY CARD
The world’s first destination loyalty card, called the OneLove
card, will be launched by the Jamaica Tourist Board in early
2009. Announced at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the news
came fresh on the heels of Olympic sensation Usain Bolt’s
world-record breaking 100 meter sprint that won gold for
Jamaica. “The launch of the destination loyalty card is
Jamaica’s first step towards embracing customer-relationship
marketing in tourism. OneLove is in keeping with Jamaica’s
lifestyle and message of peace, love and unity”, said Zachary

Harding, Jamaica’s Deputy Director of Tourism. Jamaica’s first OneLove commemorative card will feature Champion
Usain Bolt and current Miss World, Zi Lin Zhang, who graciously accepted an invitation to visit the island for the
inaugural staging of the 100m World Beach Sprint in 2009.

FORMER SOS RESIDENT GRADUATES No.1
Congratulations to Nigel Rose, former resident of the SOS
Village in Barrett Town, Rose Hall, who graduated from Valley
Forge Military College in Wayne Pennsylvania on May 16,
2008 as the Valedictorian of his class. Despite his humble
beginnings, Nigel stunned the college with his extraordinary
performance as the only summa cum laude student. From
here, the talented young man will move on to Drexel
University where he will study international marketing in his
junior year. Nigel was able to study thanks to generous
scholarships from The Mustang Foundation and Mrs. Michele

Rollins of Rose Hall Developments. Said Mrs. Rollins; “The finer the education, the greater the opportunity our
young people have to use their academic skills to become the leaders of tomorrow. There is no better investment
in Jamaica’s future.”

REGGAE MARATHON, HALF MARATHON & 10K FOR NEGRIL
Runners and walkers: get into gear for the 8th Reggae Marathon, which takes
place along the scenic coastline of Negril to the sounds of live reggae music.
The annual Reggae Marathon attracts people from all over the world and this
year, the organizers have also added a 10K Race to the event. Participants of
the Marathon and Half Marathon must report to the starting line at Long Bay
Beach Park at 5:15 am on December 6, to compete in the ‘capital of casual’
race. Following the race, the Reggae Marathon Victory & Awards Jam takes
place at the spectacular Negril Escape, located on the West End. Visit:
www.reggaemarathon.com or call 922-8677.

AIR JAMAICA JAZZ & BLUES FESTIVAL – JANUARY 22-24, 2009
‘The Art of Music’ is back! Get into gear for the 2009 staging of the event, to
take place at the Cinnamon Hill Golf Course in Montego Bay. Since its
introduction in 1996, The Air Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival has grown into
the island’s premier entertainment event attracting patrons from the U.S., Europe
and the Caribbean. Firmly established as one of the major, global music events,
more than 40,000 attended last year’s festival. Now in its 14th year, the three
night festival has featured famous musicians such as Michael Bolton, Diana
Ross, Anita Baker, Air Supply and Shaggy, just to name a few. Another class-
act staging is guaranteed for January 22 – 24, 2009. For more information
please call 953-8282. www.airjamaicajazzandblues.com

‘WINE WITH ME’ MOVES TO HALF MOON SHOPPING VILLAGE
Stylish member of Montego Bay’s fine dining arena ‘Wine With Me’ is moving to the Half Moon Shopping Village
as of December 1. Owned and operated by Cecile Levee, the restaurant offers an extensive wine selection and
outstanding menu complemented by friendly service and great atmosphere. For more information, call 371-4804. 

PRIME MINISTER P.J. PATTERSON VISITS THE
IRISH ROVER
Former Jamaican Prime Minister, The Hon. P.J. Patterson
has officially declared the Irish Rover Pub in Drax Hall
near Ocho Rios as one of his favorite watering holes. On
his visit on August 10, he was presented with a bottle of
finest Irish Whiskey by Irish Rover owners Angela and
Winston Samuels.  

NATIONAL GALLERY RECEIVES AMBASSADORS FUND DONATION
In July 2008, U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica, Brenda LaGrange Johnson presented the National Gallery of Jamaica
with US$27,330 under the Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation. The funds will be used to repair and
preserve five nationally significant works of art, which
require urgent and special attention. Ms. Olivia Grange,
Minister of Information, Culture, Youth and Sports
thanked the U.S. Ambassador for providing the Gallery
with resources for the endeavor. With a collection of
approximately 1700 works of art, the majority composed
of wood, oil on canvas, or works on paper, The National
Gallery of Jamaica is the largest national gallery in the
English-speaking Caribbean 

TRAVEL WRITER MELANIE REFFES RECEIVES MARCIA VICKERY-
WALLACE AWARD
The prestigious Marcia Vickery-Wallace award was established in 1987 as a
tribute to its namesake, the former editor of Brides Magazine who tirelessly
promoted the Caribbean region. Each year, the JTB, in conjunction with the
Caribbean Tourism Organization, dedicates this award to a journalist who has
followed in her footsteps with the same dedication. This year, the prestigious
award was presented to Canadian journalist Melanie Reffes, for the passion
with which she has written about the vibrant culture of the Caribbean. With
over a decade of experience in print and broadcast journalism, Melanie’s articles

have appeared in numerous North American trade and consumer publications including the Toronto Globe and
Mail, Canadian Traveler, Agent@Home, Cruise & Vacation Agent, and The Miami Herald, among others.

GOVERNOR GENERAL HALL RECEIVES UK’S HIGHEST HONOR
The Governor General of Jamaica The Most Honourable Professor
Kenneth Hall has been conferred with a Knighthood, one of the highest
honors an individual can achieve, by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The
bestowal took place in a ceremony at London’s Buckingham Palace on
May 30th. Professor Hall was sworn in as Jamaica’s fifth Governor
General and representative of the Queen on February 15, 2006,
succeeding Sir Howard Cooke, who spent 15 years as Governor General.
Following the knighting, the Governor General is addressed as “His
Excellency the Most Hon. Professor Sir Kenneth Octavius Hall, ON,
GCMG, OJ” and his spouse will be known as “Her Excellency the Most
Hon. Lady Hall.”

Jamaicans like to be up to date with the latest gossip. Get up to speed with the local news and gossip terminology on our ‘What a Gwaan’ page. In Jamaica, the term
“fast” actually means “nosey”, so if a Jamaican tells you that “you too fast”, he or she thinks that you are sticking your nose where it doesn’t belong. Our column
allows you to be “fast” by keeping you up to date with all you need to know while on the island; past, present and future happenings, events and celebrity visits.

Usain Bolt and the current Miss World, Zi Lin Zhang, featured
on commemorative OneLove card (Photo: JTB)

Nigel Rose with Mrs. Michele Rollins and Tony McGeorge,
President of Valley Forge Military College (Photo: M Rollins)

The Hon. P.J. Patterson with Irish Rover owners Angela and
Winston Samuels (Photo: Irish Rover)

The U.S. Ambassador presents Ms. Olivia Grange, Minister of Information,
Culture, Youth and Sports and Wayne Chen, Chairman of the National

Gallery, with symbolic giant check (Photo: US Embassy) 

Melanie Reffes receives her award
from The Hon. Edmund Bartlett,
Minister of Tourism (Photo: JTB)

Billy Ocean at the 2008 Air Jamaica
Jazz & Blues Festival
(Photo: Heidi Zech)

Runners at the 2007 Reggae
Marathon (Photo: Errol Anderson)

Knighting ceremony at Buckingham Palace
(Photo: JIS)




